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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Members of the Planning Commission and 

Members of the Site Plan Review Committee 

    

FROM: Joan Lawrence, Chairman 

Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) 

 

DATE:  September 30, 2013 

 

SUBJECT: “Blue Goose” Building at North Glebe Road and Fairfax Drive 

 

The Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) has informally 

considered the historic preservation issues raised by the proposed demolition by 

Marymount University of the polychrome mid-20
th

 century building known as the “Blue 

Goose” as part of the redevelopment of the site on which this distinctive building has 

stood since its construction in 1962-1963.  This building, with its distinguishing blue 

facade designed by John M. Walton & Associates for M.T. Broyhill & Sons, has been a 

landmark presence at the prominent intersection of North Glebe Road and Fairfax Drive 

for the past 50 years.  The U.S. Central Intelligence Agency was among its earliest 

tenants.  The Blue Goose is one-of-a-kind in that it is a rare example of Arlington’s 

Modernist commercial history and also presents a touch of whimsy in a vibrant urban 

place. 

   

The blue panels and cream brick facades of the existing Blue Goose building are a 

great use of color by the original architect to make it vibrant and distinguish it from 

earlier, more restrained limestone buildings.  The Blue Goose’s color, style, and verve are 

akin to the design of the former Bob Peck Chevrolet building that stood only a block 

away.  The HALRB feels strongly that there is opportunity to express creativity in the 

new proposal as an alternative to complete demolition, which could better preserve key 

aspects of the Blue Goose while still enabling Marymount to meet its needs for a Ballston 

campus. We urge you to review and consider such alternatives. 

 

During the SPRC process thus far, the project architects have acknowledged the 

gateway nature of the Blue Goose site and recognize the premier opportunity presented 

by this visible urban site to bridge the urban character of Ballston.  While we are very 

aware that plans proposed to date call for the complete removal of the Blue Goose 

building, which we would prefer not to see, we feel that the various goals expressed can 

be achieved in a manner that more effectively recalls and respects the history of the site.  

We would advocate for a combination of at least partial preservation of the existing 

building, coupled with a new building whose design better reflects the original’s 

verticality, curved corner presence, colored panels, and other characteristic features.  

 

One alternative approach would be to preserve the Blue Goose building itself 

while gutting its interior and adding a building around it.  Such approaches have been 

used elsewhere, not only to preserve historically important buildings, but also to preserve 
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a sense of place where a building has stood as a landmark for many years.  The 

preservation of historically unique architecture and its incorporation into new buildings is 

commonplace, and indeed not a new concept to Arlington.  In recent years, Arlington has 

approved site plans in Clarendon that do just that, such as the Joseph Fisher Post 

Office/Dan Kain Building site.  The historic Underwood and Leadership Buildings were 

retained substantially intact while newer structures were built around and next to them.  

 

An additional possibility would also involve what could be a very successful 

marriage of the old and the new, particularly if retaining the building in its entirety is not 

a viable option.  Perhaps the current building walls, such as those that face Glebe Road 

and Fairfax Drive, could be preserved and a step back introduced to a new larger building 

on the site.                         

 

Another alternative would be to preserve at least enough of the façade of the Blue 

Goose to retain the distinctive vertical presence and unusual colors and color patterns of 

the building.  The Blue Goose façade could be removed and then reapplied. The HALRB 

has reviewed, and the County Board has approved, projects in Clarendon and on 

Columbia Pike where façades of historic buildings were preserved in tandem with new 

construction and then reapplied. The Penzance building at Washington Boulevard and 

Highland Street and the QOM building on Washington Boulevard at Wilson, both of 

which are currently under construction, are the most recent examples.  The combination 

of the historic façades and new construction sensitive to the historic façades, which 

suggested complementary style and materials for the new construction, has contributed, 

and will continue to contribute, to a rich urban fabric in Clarendon and elsewhere.  The 

retention of these historic building façades provides Arlington’s residents and visitors 

with a reminder of place before, while providing new buildings for the future.    

 

The new building at the former Bob Peck site, which did not directly preserve the 

distinctive diamond canopy of the original car showroom, recreated this feature when 

structural issues prevented its retention.  Representatives from the HALRB and others 

worked with the developer and the community during the Site Plan Review process to 

achieve what is now a signature portion of the new building.  The iconic diamond canopy 

was replicated, and the corner of Glebe and Wilson continues to reflect the importance, as 

well as the panache, that the Bob Peck showroom had brought to the Ballston area for 

decades.  The HALRB feels that the Blue Goose site also presents the potential to be an 

equally innovative mix of old and new.   

 

Arlington has been a leader in transit-oriented, Metro corridor development.  

However, such development should not be used as an excuse for allowing the destruction 

of Arlington’s important landmarks and historic resources, particularly when there are 

alternatives that would preserve this history, in whole or in part.  The distinctive presence 

of the Blue Goose has functioned as a gateway to the Ballston area for over 50 years.  

The retention and renovation of the Blue Goose, coupled with the re-creation of the Bob 

Peck canopy, provides a unique opportunity to create a distinctive sense of place that 

keeps alive and celebrates the 1960s portion of Arlington’s commercial architectural 

history, just as preservation in Clarendon honors the 1930s/1940s portion of our built 
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history.  Marymount has already demonstrated its awareness of how old and new can 

successfully coexist on its Main Campus through the preservation of the historic Rixey 

Mansion and Lodge and the new construction of Carruthers Hall.  The HALRB urges the 

applicants to seek alternatives to the current proposal that would more effectively honor 

Arlington’s mid-20
th

 century past in an innovative way while addressing current and 

future needs.                

  

 

        

        

 

 

  

 

 

 


